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break out the great teeth of the young lions, 0 Lord. Let
them melt away as waters which run continually: when he
bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in
pieces:' 'The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the
vengeance: he shall wash his feet in the blood of the
wicked V Indeed, when we wish to emphasise the eager
energy with which an act is done, this passion supplies us
with the most expressive image : we say, ' He did it with a
vengeance /'

Again, a suspicious man invents fears for himself in the
mere exercise of his temper. He lives as if every last post
had brought him a threatening letter, requiring an instant
provision of protective force; and unless a whole posse of
precautions mount guard around him, he will be a lost man,
Nature and mankind seem to be in league against him; if
he catches a cold, he must make his will; if his children
have the measles, he cannot expect them all to recover; he
will not have a new suit of clothes, lest they should be made
by a tailor with scarlet-fever in the house; he removes his
account from the bank that has served him well, not liking
the look of the new managing director; he warns his wife
against her best friend as *a designing woman/ and snubs
the parish curate lest he should be planning to win his
daughter. He wonders what bribe it was that induced
their opposition member to give a ministerial vote, and
says, * depend upon it, he will be gazetted for an under-
secretaryship next week/ His chief intellectual excitement
is in constructing hypotheses of mistrust: if he be literary,
he finds the historians liars, the poets plagiarists, the moral-
ists and theologians insincere: if political, he expects no
public policy but such as may be indicated by spite of a
rival or the interests of a party. Like the Eastern prince,
secured by tasters against the poison that may lurk in each
dish or cup, he treats his life as a perpetual defensive war-
fare, and pledges all his faculties to the baffling of stratagems
and the escape from illusion*. However pitiable may seem
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